and Baylor University Medical Center (BUMC)-members of the Vienna medical faculty influenced the practice of dermatology in the USA in general and eventually at Baylor.
Dermatology was established as an independent specialty in the 1870s (5) . The first international conference that included dermatology was held in 1889 (6) . "Giants" of dermatology in the USA who helped establish American dermatology in the early 1900s-such as Dr. M. Sulzberger and Dr. W. Groeckermanwere trained in Europe, especially Vienna and Paris.
In Dallas and elsewhere in Texas in the 1800s, physicians generally cared for their patients as well as they could without the benefit of specialists in dermatology and other fields. The first dermatologist in Texas, Dr. Jesse Bedford Shelmire, came to Dallas in 1895. Since the beginning of the 20th century, BUMC and its predecessor hospitals have been privileged to have on staff world-class physicians in the field of dermatology.
DERMATOLOGY AT TBMS: 1903-1920
When TBMS opened in 1904, 22 physicians were chosen for the medical staff of the sanitarium. None was a specialist in dermatology, although Dr. A. F. Beddo was from 1901 to 1903 a professor of skin diseases as well as professor of diseases of children at the University of Dallas Medical Department, which in 1903 became Baylor University College of Medicine (BUCM). Dr. E. A. Blount, who had been professor of pathology at the Univer- Figure 2 ), the son of a Louisiana farmer, graduated from
DERMATOLOGY AT BH AND BUH: 1920-1950
In 1921, the year after TBMS was renamed BH, Dr. Jesse B. Shelmire helped form the first organization dedicated to dermatology, which in 1928 became the Texas Dermatology Society. By June 1927 the society had 11 members, which grew to 225 members by 1975 and close to 500 members today. Thus, it can be said that organized dermatology in Texas had its origins not only in Dallas, but at the institution that is now BUMC.
In 1924, Dr. Jesse B. Shelmire was joined by his son, Dr. J. Bedford Shelmire, Jr. (Figure 3 ), in the practice of dermatology. Like his father, Dr. J. Bedford Shelmire published extensively. In fact, he was awarded a silver medal from the American Medical Association for his work on endemic typhus fever associated with rat bites. He is particularly remembered for his work on poison ivy-type dermatitis. Many people living today in the Highland Park area were included by Dr. Shelmire in his testing program for this disease, and his work is still quoted in professional publications. In addition to his active dermatology practice and his clinical research, Dr. Bedford Shelmire was highly sought as a speaker nationwide. He received many honors, including serving on the American Board of Dermatology and being president of the prestigious Society of Investigative Dermatology, the premier dermatology research organization in the USA.
Dr. J. Bedford Shelmire followed his father as professor of dermatology at BUCM from 1927 until BUCM moved to Houston in 1943. Thereafter, Dr. J. Bedford Shelmire became the first professor of dermatology at Southwestern Medical School of Southwestern Medical Foundation, which became the University of Texas Southwestern Medical School (UT Southwestern), until his retirement from active teaching in 1950.
The Shelmire legacy in dermatology in Dallas and at Baylor was continued by the 2 sons of Dr. J. Bedford Shelmire, Jr., Dr. J. Bedford Shelmire III, and Dr. David Sutton Shelmire. The Shelmires maintained an active practice at the Medical Arts Building in downtown Dallas before it was demolished in the mid 1960s, after which they moved to the BUH campus. Dr. J. Bedford Shelmire III was frequently joined by his father in his later years, even when the senior Dr. Shelmire was almost blind because of long-standing retinopathy. Tragically, Dr. J. Bedford Shelmire III died prematurely. Dr. David Shelmire still practices in Dallas (Figure 4) .
In the early days of dermatology in Dallas and at BH, many dermatologists were trained using the old preceptorship model. 
DERMATOLOGY AT BUH AND BUMC: 1950-1980
Between 1950 and 1980, BUH continued to develop as a major community hospital and as a graduate-level teaching hospital sponsoring a growing number of internships and residencies. In some instances the residencies were developed in affiliation with UT Southwestern. In most instances, however, the programs were sponsored by the hospital alone, and UT Southwestern and Parkland Hospital or Children's Hospital developed parallel residencies. In the late 1970s, dermatology residents from UT Southwestern spent several months in rotation at Baylor, mainly in the private offices of Drs. Jacobson, Howell, Menter, and Whiting. This close relationship between the dermatologists at BUMC and UT Southwestern continues today.
Dr. Everett C. Fox
One of Dallas' leading dermatologists active at Baylor and UT Southwestern, Dr. Everett C. Fox (Figure 5) In 1987, Dr. Howell was presented the Practitioner of the Year Award by the Dermatology Foundation, an award given to 1 dermatologist each year for outstanding treatment in dermatology and clinical practice. Dr. Howell took a leading role nationally in skin cancer and melanoma prevention, campaigning tirelessly to promote public awareness of melanoma and skin cancer and to reduce mortality through detection and removal of early melanoma. Due to his efforts, this has been made an annual project of the American Academy of Dermatology. He is responsible for many related publications, such as the melanoma bookmark and booklets for the American Academy of Dermatology and American Cancer Society.
Dr. J. B. Howell has been a prolific writer, with his first publication in 1941 on poison ivy and his 61st and most recent publication in 1999, an editorial. He still attends dermatology meetings around the country and abroad as well as skin cancer meetings at BUMC. (Figure 7) , born in England and a graduate of the medical school of the University of Witwatersrand, completed his dermatology residency at Pretoria General Hospital and fellowships at Guys Hospital, London, and UT Southwestern. He joined the BUMC medical staff in 1975. In addition to his involvement in psoriasis treatment and research, Dr. Menter has been active in dermatology organizations. He served as president of the Texas Dermatological Society in 1995 and as a member of the board of directors of the American Academy of Dermatology from 1995 until 1997. His current resume lists some 91 publications as well as multiple book chapters.
Dr. M. Alan Menter
The commitment to clinical excellence established by the early dermatologists at BH, BUH, and BUMC has continued up to the present and has been supplemented by excellent clinical and investigative research during the past 20 years.
Psoriasis Center
Dr. Menter, with his long-standing interest in psoriasis-and with the active support of Drs. J. B. Howell and Coleman Jacobson-convinced Mr. Boone Powell, Sr., executive director of BUMC, and BUMC's administration of the need for a psoriasis center at BUMC. Since its opening in 1979, the psoriasis clinic and research center has grown to be one of the largest in the USA, with routine referrals from a 5-state area.
Approximately 4000 patients visit the clinic each year. Patients of all ages, including a 3-month-old baby with total body psoriasis, have been served. Complementing the clinic visits and the systemic medications, thousands of light treatments using sophisticated ultraviolet units are given annually.
In addition to providing clinical services, the clinic has a major commitment to research. The significance and effectiveness of this research resulted in the psoriasis center being awarded the National Gene Bank for Psoriasis by the National Psoriasis Foundation in 1994. Thereafter, in collaboration with Dr. Anne Bowcock, then at UT Southwestern, the first gene for psoriasis was found and the results published in Science in 1995. Multiple investigative research studies continue to be performed at the center, including the use of systemic immune-modulating drugs likely to revolutionize the therapy of psoriasis in the years ahead.
Dermatology fellowship
The first full fellowship in dermatology was established by Dr. Alan Menter, with the help of funding from the Baylor Health Care System Foundation. Multiple graduates from this program have gone on to successful careers in dermatology, including academic practice.
DERMATOLOGY AT BUMC AND WITHIN BHCS: 1980-2000
In the early 1980s, building on the strength and national reputation of BUMC, the Baylor Health Care System (BHCS) was established. With BUMC as the nucleus, BHCS has affiliated with or acquired a variety of community medical centers in the Dallas region, established specialized institutions on the Dallas campus, and entered into joint ventures with physicians and other institutions. These developments have enabled BHCS and members of BUMC's medical staff to expand their service and practice. Dermatology clinics were established by BHCS and Dr. Alan Menter in several of these communities with the subsequent development of successful full-time practices, for example, by Dr. Jamie Bond in Grapevine.
Clinical Research Hair Center
After the psoriasis center opened, another clinic for specialized care was developed at BUMC: the Clinical Research Hair Center, established in 1982 by Drs. Coleman Jacobson and David Whiting. This has developed into a major referral center for the study and treatment of hair diseases in the USA. One of a few specialty hair clinics in the country, this center provides diagnosis, treatment, and hair transplants for patients of all ages.
Dr. David Whiting
Dr. David Whiting (Figure 7 ), a native of South Africa, came to BUMC in 1979 from UT Southwestern, where he was active in clinical teaching and at the Veterans Administration hospital. He is a much-sought-after speaker, nationally and internationally, because of his expertise in hair disease. He has been actively involved in diagnosing and classifying hair disorders, as well as in developing new treatments. He continues to play a major role in this research. Dr. Whiting has written 72 general publications as well as multiple book chapters. In addition, his Atlas of Hair Disease is beautifully illustrated and highly regarded among dermatologists and other physicians.
Honors in dermatology
Baylor has played a prominent role in dermatology in Texas With BUMC's record in dermatology stretching back to the beginning of the 20th century, achievements in patient care, teaching, and research have been truly remarkable. The 21st century opened with 29 dermatologists on BUMC's medical staff and 8 dermatologists on the medical staffs of BHCS's community medical centers. Among the exceptionally well trained dermatologists added to BUMC's medical staff in the past decade are Drs. William Abramovits, Christine D. Brown, Jennifer Cather, Chris W. Crawford, Mary Fleischli, Laura Sears, and Jerald L. Sklar. With BHCS's highly qualified staff of dermatologists and its specialized psoriasis and hair centers, the quality of Baylorprovided dermatology care in the new millennium is assured.
DERMATOLOGY IN THE 21ST CENTURY: THE CHALLENGE AHEAD
Dermatology, like medicine in general, faces many challenges. In its formative years, organized dermatology encompassed all aspects of medical dermatology, surgical dermatology (particularly the treatment of skin cancers), radiation therapy for skin cancers and chronic skin conditions, and infectious diseases (syphilology). Most recently the training and practice of dermatology has taken a decided surgical bent, as dermatologists cater to the needs of the aging (and not-so-aging) community. Thus, dermatologists have been in the forefront in the development of all the laser systems currently used for cosmetic and surgical purposes. How dermatology marries the more cosmetic aspects to its traditional medical and surgical expertise will be interesting in the years ahead. Fortunately the excellent relationship existing at BUMC between dermatologists and their colleagues in internal medicine and subspecialties such as oncology, rheumatology, gastroenterology, nephrology, and infectious diseases plus surgical specialties such as plastic surgery and otolaryngology and the Baylor College of Dentistry will allow for patients of all ages at BUMC and BHCS to receive the highest quality of dermatological care.
